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WELLINGTON CENTRAL LIBRARY. 


T HE new library building at Wellington aroused so much interest during the 

recent Conference that it may be advisable to provide members with some 
more permanent impression than could be gained by a comparatively hasty inspec- 
tion. It has therefore been decided to print outline plans of the building with a 
descriptive note. 

A loan poll held in 1935 marked the first substantial step towards the goal. 
A large majority approved the proposal. Mr. Cecil W. Wood, of Christchurch, 
and Mr. Joseph Norrie, the City Librarian, were appointed judges of an archi- 
tectural competition, Mr. Norrie having recently returned from a tour of the 
United States and Great Britain, where, as the guest of the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York, he had examined recent library building developments. The 
successful architects in the competition were Messrs. Gummer & Ford and Partners, 
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of Auckland (plan), and Messrs. Messenger, 
Taylor & Wolfe, of New Plymouth (elevation). 
The building has been erected by The Fletcher 
Construction Company in reinforced concrete 
designed to withstand earthquake shocks. It is 
set on an extensive site allowing room for 
future developments, and contains a number of 
features which have not hitherto been incor- 
porated in any other library building in New 
Zealand. Among the timbers used for furni- 
ture and panelling, Maple, Blackwood, South- 
land Beech and Australian Walnut in the 
public rooms predominate, while Rimu was 
used in the offices and staff quarters. 


The two plans printed in this issue show the 
ground floor and the first floor. The plans show 
the general shape of the building, which is that 
of a squat “T” inverted. Comparing the two 
plans, it will be seen that the Reference Library 
(which is also a lending library) is a floor above 
the Popular Library. Book lifts have been 
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incorporated into the design, and run from the 
first floor down to the basement, which is used 
largely as a book stack. 


The following is a short description of the 
two floors shown. 


GROUND FLOOR. 
Popular Library. 

The Popular Library is directly across the 
hall from the main entrance. It consists of 
books and magazines of a popular character, 
but is not by any means confined to fiction. 
The most popular written works on every sub- 
ject are to be found here, and all the books may 
be borrowed. It is worth remembering, how- 
ever, that most of the books in the General 
Reference and Lending Library on the floor 
above may also be borrowed. The novels in 
this Popular Library are shelved along the walls 
of the room in alphabetical order, beginning 
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from the A—K Return Counter; short stories 
and translations are sdjacent to the office of 
the Librarian-in-Charge; general works are 
shelved in the low book cases in the middle 
of the room, special display cases housing the 
most recent, as well as displays of books on 
various subjects. A card catalogue of the books 
is in a cabinet at the head of the room. 


Junior Library. 


From the main entrance, the Junior Library 
is to the right. A large department, it is divided 
by low bookcases into a Young Children’s 
Reading Room and an older children’s room. 


Adjacent to the Junior Library is the Story- 
Hour Room. Here children are introduced to 
books and the stories which may be found in 
books almost before they can read, and acquire 
the habits of reliance upon the Library, which 
it is hoped will never desert them through life. 


A Parents’ and Teachers’ Collection is kept 
in the Story-Hour Room. This collection com- 
prises good editions of children’s books, dis- 
played in their original wrappers, for the 
convenience of parents and teachers. The 
books will not be issued on loan, nor will they 
leave the Library; the intention being rather 
that they should be made available for pur- 
poses of comparison to persons interested in 
children and their reading, and displayed as 
examples of good editions from the point of 
view of typography, illustration, and as a guide 
to buying. 


Newspaper Room 


From the main entrance, the Newspaper 
Room is to the left, opposite the Junior Library. 
Here are displayed representative newspapers 
of New Zealand, Great Britain, the Empire and 
the United States. 


Magazine Room. 


From the main entrance, the Magazine Room 
is to the left, the entrance being at the top of 
a short flight of steps. Here a wide variety of 
periodicals is displayed. Back numbers of the 
majority are available for issue. It should be 
noted that periodicals of a business or technical 
character are separately displayed in the Com- 
mercial and Technical departments upstairs, 
while magazines dealing with music and fine 
arts are in the Fine Arts Department of the 
Reference and General Lending Library. A 
novel method of displaying magazines is used. 


Each magazine is placed in a slot in a Maga- 
zine Stand and the number of any magazine 
can be found by consulting an indicator at the 
end of the stand. 


FIRST FLOOR. 


From the ground floor access may be gained 
to the first floor by either stairs or lift. 


Reference and Lending Library. 

The Reference and Lending Library occupies 
nearly all the front face of the first floor. Access 
may be gained through the main door, imme- 
diately to the left as one reaches the top of 
the stairs. In this department are shelved books 
covering every range of human activity, avail- 
able for reference and, except in the case of a 
few books, for lending. 

Among the books in the Reference and Lend- 
ing Library are to be found the books of the 
Quick Reference Collection. These comprise 
the greater number of the books which may 
not be taken out on loan, but are kept per- 
manently in the Library for quick and ready 
access. 

In this room, and in the Commercial and 
Technical Library, privacy of study is assured, 
through the provision of individual study desks. 
In each of these desks is a receptacle which can 
be used for books not immediately required, so 
that the top of the desk is always clear for 
current work. For those who wish to work 
together double study tables are provided. 
Cabinets housing the extensive picture collec- 
tion, maps, and the “Evening Post,” “TIllus- 
trated London News,” “Queen,” and “Sphere” 
indexes from 1934 onwards are in this room. 


New Zealand Collection. 


The New Zealand Collection is in a separate 
division at the West end of the Reference and 
Lending Library. Access may be gained through 
the main Reference and Lending Library 
entrance at the head of the stairs. The City 
possesses a fine collection of New Zealand maps, 
books, pamphlets, manuscripts and other 
literary material. In the accumulation of the 
collection, special emphasis has been placed on 
material having a Wellington interest. Displays 
of historical and current material are arranged 
from time to time. New Zealand Government 
publications are also housed here. 


Fine Arts Collection. 


The Music and Fine Arts collection is in a 
separate division at the East end of the Refer- 
ence and Lending Library. Access may be 
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gained through the main Reference and Lend- 
ing Library entrance at the head of the stairs. 
Here is to be found the collection of books on 
Music and the Graphic, Plastic and other 
Arts. Features are the collection of sheet 
music, provision for a collection of gramophone 
records; and Soundproof Rooms where material 
of this nature may be tried over on piano or 
gramophone. A radiogramophone is already 
installed—a piano is still to come. 


Commercial and Technical Library. 

The Commercial and Technical Library is 
immediately to the right at the head of the 
stairs. It was begun some years ago as the 
result of an approach to the City Council by 
the business men of the City, and is now one 
of the most widely used sections of the Collec- 
tion. Books, periodicals, trade directories and 


overseas manufacturers’ catalogues are all dis- 
played for the use of the trades, business and 
professional community. Over two hundred 
and fifty periodicals are received in this part 
of the Library alone. Directories are to be 
found just inside the door adjacent to the lift. 
The magazines are displayed in a fitting similar 
to that in the Magazine Room. 


Administrative Offices. 


On this floor are to be found the offices of 
the City Librarian, Deputy City Librarian, 
Cataloguing Department and General Office. 
Staff accommodation is also mainly on this 
floor. 


{A note as to the rest of the building is pro- 
jected for the June issue of NEW ZEALAND 
LIBRARIES.} 


BRANCHES AND SECTIONS. 


Canterbury. 


After three years of existence, the Canterbury 
Branch held its annual meeting on March 7, 
1940, when there was a small attendance of 
enthusiasts. The presentation of the annual 
report occasioned a discussion of the position 
of the Branch and its functions. The recom- 
mendations of late 1939 to concentrate more 
on activities for the benefit of the “professional” 
librarians, with about four general meetings, 
was endorsed. The election of officers re- 
sulted:—Chairman, Mr. R. W. Flintoff, deputy- 
chairman, Mr. E. J. Bell; honorary secretary- 
treasurer, Mr. J. D. Stringleman; committee, 
Mrs. j. F. Wilson, Miss L. R. Callaway, Miss 
M. T. Ennis, Miss G. L. O. Jeffreys, Mr. W. 
H. Ford and Mr. H. Jackson. During the 
evening, members were able to meet Miss E. J. 
Carnell, Liaison Officer, who had just arrived 
in Christchurch. 


A special public meeting was held under the 
auspices of the Canterbury Branch in the 
W. E. A. Lecture Room on Wednesday, March 

7, with a fairly good attendance. Miss Carnell 
spoke on “A People’s . University?” The 
address, which contained some very pertinent 
matter for citizens of Christchurch, showing 
the disadvantages of the present public library 
organisation in the metropolitan area, was 
followed by a lively discussion. 


During the ten days after Easter, Miss Car- 
nell, on her introductory visit to Christchurch, 


visited all library members of the N.Z.L.A, in 
the district. In some places she was able to 
meet several members of the committee. 

The tutorial classes which the Canterbury 
Branch has been planning started during 
March. Miss Jeffreys is taking Intermediate 
Cataloguing and Classification and also English 
Literary History, while Miss Ennis is taking 
Elementary Cataloguing and Classification. 

At Canterbury University College, the 
Librarian this year gave a talk to new students 
upon the use of the Library and of some of 
the key reference books; it is proposed that 
introductory talks will be given each year now 
that the Library has enough skeleton organisa- 
tion, especially cataloguing and classification, 
to be worth explaining to students. 

A long-planned change from circulation 
records based on borrowers’ cards containing 
a written entry for every loan to a book and 
date card system has at last been begun, and 
will eventually be a great help in rountine work. 

Further temporary stacks for 9,000 books 
have been installed in the basement. 


Otago. 


Otago held an enthusiastic annual meeting 
at the Public Library on April 17. The fol- 
lowing officers were eclected:—President, Mr. 
John Harris; Secretary, Miss D. M. Neal; 
Committee, Misses Fache, Gordon and Hussey, 
Messrs. Dunningham and Elliott: Branch 
Correspondent, Miss B. Randle. 
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The secretary gave a brief description of 
Conference and the main business discussed, 
and Miss Gordon described Weilington’s new 
library. Most interest was aroused in Mr. 
Harris’s talk on “Branch Plans for 1940.” As 
Conference is being held in Dunedin next year, 
he suggested the Branch undertake a series of 
projects during the coming year, which might 
form bases for discussion at the coming con- 


GENERAL 


The Library, 1940. 

A Statement of Policy adopted by the 
Council of the American Library Association, 
December 29, 1939:— 

“The social and intellectual unrest growing 
out of the present world siutation may lead to 
confusion and hopelessness; or it may lead to 
something of a renaissance of critical inquiry 
and constructive thinking. Whether the result 
will be the one or the other will depend in no 
smail measure on the ability of libraries and 
other agencies of enlightenment to supply the 
facts and materials needed by people for 
answering their questions.” 


Camp Libraries. 

The Officer-in-Charge of the Country Library 
Service, Mr. G. T. Alley, has issued a circular 
to public libraries which are collecting material 
for military camps. Attention is drawn to the 
terms of this circular, which asks, among other 
things, that the books should be sent in once 
a month. There are a number of changes 
from the procedure which has been current 


hitherto. 


Liaison Officer. 

Having completed her tour of the South 
Island, Miss Carnell, the Liaison Officer, left 
Wellington on April 29 for her tour of the 
North Island. The dates on which she will be 
at the larger library centres of the North Island 
are as ftollows:—Auckland, 24th-28th May: 
New Plymouth, 7th June; Wanganui, 11th- 
12th June; Palmerston North, 14th-17th June; 
Levin, 18th June. Miss Carnell’s itinerary 
includes visits to the following places :— 
Featherston, Martinborough, Carterton, Master- 
ton, Eketahuna, Pahiatua, Woodville, Danne- 
virke, Waipukurau, Waipawa, Hastings, 
Napier, Taradale, Wairoa, Gisborne, Te 
Karaka, Whakatane, Tauranga, Waihi, Paeroa, 


ference, e.g., an index to New Zealand periodi- 
cals and a survey of Dunedin’s libraries, 
including those of local societies. The possibility 
of compiling bibliographies relating to Dunedin 
was also discussed. 


The meeting adopted these proposals and 
committees were set up with power to carry out 
such work, 


NEWS. 


Thames, Te Aroha, Morrinsville, Putarauru, 
Rotorua, Hamilton, Frankton, Huntly, Puke- 
kohe, Auckland, Helensville, Whangarei, 
Dargaville, Warkworth, Te Awamutu, Otoro- 
honga, Te Kuiti, Taumarunui, Stratford, Ingle- 
wood, New Plymouth, Waitara, Hawera, Patea, 
Wanganui, Marton, Hunterville, Taihape, 
Feilding, Palmerston North, Shannon, Levin, 
and Otaki. 

Her first call was at the Featherston Public 
Library and she has now completed almost half 
of her tour. Arrangements have been made 
for Miss Carnell to address a number of Coun- 
cil meetings, Branch meetings, public meetings 
and an annual meeting of subscribers, and she 
will visit school, university and public libraries. 
Librarians in those places where Miss Carnell 
has not yet called would do well to endeavour 
to interest as many committee members and 
councillors as possible in her visit. 


Feilding. 

Mr. R. W. H. Wood, Librarian of the Feild- 
ing Public Library, has sent in for the 
Association collection a picture of a splendid 
library float which he arranged for the cen- 
tennial procession in Feilding. An illustration 
appeared in “The N.Z. Free Lance,” April 3, 
1940, which also showed pictures of the new 
well-appointed juvenile library in Palmerston 


North. 


Miss M. S. Fleming, M.A. 

Miss Fleming, of the Otago University 
Library has joined the staff of the Country 
Library Service, being attached to the Bureau 
for Library Book Imports. 


Hawera. 

The annual report of the Hawera Public 
Library is signed by Mrs. H. C. Ridge, better 
known to most members of the Association as 
Miss Hilda Carson. Miss Carson was married 
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shortly after Conference, and we wish her every 
happiness in her married life. Hawera is to 
be congratulated on retaining her services as 
librarian. 

A school library system similar to that operat- 
ing in New Plymouth was inaugurated early 
this year and is proving successful. 

The reclassification of non-fiction books was 
partially completed in October, when the books 
were rearranged in their new order, since when 
the work of entering the new numbers on the 
catalogue has continued. When this is com- 
pleted, there will be a full dictionary catalogue 
available to the public. Mrs. Ridge records an 
unusually keen interest in New Zealand books, 
due no doubt to the Centennial. 


Booklist. 


Mr. D. H. Monro advises, in reply to a ques- 
tion, that the classification which has hitherto 
been used in the Booklist for books of certain 
historical subjects has been an adaptation of 
Dewey current in some of the libraries in 
Auckland. For the convenience of our readers, 
Mr. Monro has decided in future to use the 
ordinary Dewey numbers as printed. 


Rare Book Service. 


Mr. C. R. H. Taylor, Librarian of the 
Alexander Turnbull Library, has undertaken to 
reply through these columns to questions relat- 
ing to rare books and their value. All 
enquiries should be sent addressed to the 
Editor. 


Question Column. 


Question Time proved successful at Confer- 
ence. Members of the Association who have 
questions on which they are anxious to receive 
expert advice should write in to the Editor, who 
will arrange for such advice to be made avail- 
able and will print the replies where suitable in 
NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES. 


Universal Decimal Classification. 

Mr. F. A. Sandall, Librarian, Massey Agri- 
cultural College, Palmerston North, enquires 
for a copy of the Universal Decimal Classifica- 
tion schedules—classes 3, social sciences, and 63, 
agriculture, and the auxiliary tables which go 
with Vol. 1 (French edition). Mr. Sandall 
would be grateful if anyone who has these in 
his possession would allow him to borrow them 
for a period. 


Schools’ Manual. 


The committee dealing with the School 
Librarian’s Manual which is being compiled 


by the Schools’ Section and the Wellington 
Branch in collaboration has co-opted Mr. N. 
A. Byrne, M.A., of the Wellington Technical 
College. 


School Library Service. 


The committee controlling the School 
Library Service at Christchurch has handed 
over the administration entirely to the Canter- 
bury Public Library. Seventeen schools are at 
present in receipt of books and the total stock 
consists of more than 3,000 volumes. The new 
library will receive an annual grant for the 
carrying out of the work. 


Personal. 


Miss P. Taylor has been appointed to the 
staff of the Canterbury Public Library. During 
the past eight months Miss Taylor has been in 
charge of the School Library Service, under the 
direction of the Chief Librarian, Mr. E. J. Bell. 


Books for Army and Navy. 

Soon after the outbreak of the war the N.Z. 
Library Association and the Country Library 
Service co-operated in a scheme to collect and 
distribute books and magazines to the various 
military and naval units. The work in the 
Canterbury district was undertaken by the 
Canterbury Public Library, which has received 
material sent from all parts of the South Island. 
Some idea of this huge task can be gathered 
from the fact that something like 25,000 items 
have been dealt with by the library staff and a 
number of others who kindly volunteered to 
undertake the work. Much material was sent 
unsuitable for the purpose, but even this was 
sorted and set aside for women in hospitals, 
crippled children, and other institutions. 

The military camp at Burnham now has an 
excellent library of more than 3,000 good fiction 
and sound non-fiction books, the majority being 
in new condition. All were catalogued and 
made ready for circulation prior to reaching 
the camp library. Wigram also has a very good 
library of fiction and non-fiction works as well 
as a number of technical volumes, and this 
library has been supplemented by about 500 
good novels selected from those sent in. Regu- 
lar supplies of periodicals and magazines are 
being sent to Burnham. 

Altogether 16,990 books and magazines have 
been distributed to military and naval units in 
the Canterbury area as well as to troopships and 
naval escorts. The librarian of the Burnham 
camp library has reported to Mr. E. J. Bell that 
the men are now making good use of the books 
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provided and that the membership is now a 
large one, use of the library being free to all. 

The work of distributing reading material 
will go on steadily and consignments will be 
sent out from time to time. If by chance any 
military unit has been missed the officer-in- 
charge should get into touch with Mr. Bell at 
once so that material can be sent out from the 
large stock now in reserve. Enquiries should 
be addressed to Mr. Ernest J. Bell, Librarian, 
Canterbury Public Library, Christchurch, who 
is the organiser for this district of the N.Z. 
Military Camps Library Service. 


Air Raid Precautions. 

Recently received from Great Britain by the 
Librarian of the Alexander Turnbull Library is 
“Air Raid Precautions in Museums, Picture 
Galleries and Libraries.” It is published by the 
British Museum at 9d. and is a small octavo 
pamphlet of 59 pages. 


Applicant for New Zealand Library Work. 

Miss A. K. Elliot, librarian of the Timaru 
Public Library, has received an enquiry from 
Miss Mary E. Cole, a young college graduate 
who has taken supplementary courses in library 
training and is Chief Librarian of the Ocean 
City Public Library, New Jersey, U.S.A. Miss 
Cole will be glad to send forward a detailed 
account of training and experience to anyone 
enquiring for them. 


Dannevirke. 


Miss E. M. Holmes, Public Library, Danne- 
virke, for some time has had a weekly library 
column in the local newspaper. She has also 
a window display in the Gas Show Room in the 
main street, where book covers, posters, etc., 
are shown. Since August of 1939, 154 new sub- 
scribers have joined up, which is to be attri- 
buted in part at least to the additional publicity. 

Librarians who are adopting any novel form 
of publicity are asked to write in so that we 
may give other members the benefit of their 
experience. 


Professional Textbooks. 

Miss M. E. Krebs, “Cormilligan,’ Short 
Street, Taumarunui, would like to purchase 
second-hand copies of the textbooks required 
for the elementary examination of the Library 
Association (London). Would any member 
who has any of the required books for sale 
please write directly to Miss Krebs as soon as 
possible. 


Translators. 


The following additional names have been 
received for the panel of translators:— 


Arabic : Mr. Anthony Hannah, Oxford Street 
(Dressmaking Establishment), Levin. 


Polish : Mr. H. Goot, Massey College, Palmers- 
ton North. 


German : Dr. P. R. McMahon, Massey College, 
Palmerston North; Mrs. P. R. McMahon, 
C/o. Massey College, Palmerston North; 
Miss J. Nevill, Dairy Research Institute, 
Palmerston North. 


French: Miss J. Nevill, Dairy Research Insti- 
tute, Palmerston North. 


All these people are willing to translate either 
small amounts without fee or larger amounts at 
pre-arranged scale of fees. 


Personal. 


Miss Thelma Boyles and Miss Pat Muir have 
been appointed as student assistants at the 
Otago University Library. 

Miss Elsie Bremner has been appointed as a 


junior assistant to the staff of the Dunedin 
Public Library. 


Court Claim. 


Recently in the Magistrate’s Court, Christ- 
church, a City book club sued a borrower for 
the cost of a book which had been detained 
for a period of twenty-two weeks. The book 
club claimed possession of the book, or the sum 
of six shillings, and twelve shillings for the 
detention of the book. The Magistrate upheld 
the claim and judgment was entered for the 
plaintiff for possession of the book, or six 
shillings, sixteen shillings damages, twelve 
shillings Court costs, eight shillings for wit- 
nesses’ expenses, and thirty-one shillings and 
sixpence solicitor’s fee. The plaintiff’s solicitor 
stated that the case was brought to show that 
there was some remedy for the non-return of 
books. 

The decision of the Magistrate should be a 
crumb of comfort to librarians of public and 
commercial libraries, all of whom suffer from 
this perplexing question. 


Booklist. 

The Rugby Public Library has issued a most 
interesting booklist on gardening, quoting the 
broadcast given by the Minister of Agriculture 
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asking all those with reasonable sized gardens 
to help to feed themselves and others. A bor- 
rower’s application ticket is attached. The list 
is headed “I! faut cultiver notre jardin” (Vol- 


SCHOOLS’ 


taire), “Dig like blazes” (Minister of Agricul- 
ture), “Think before you dig,” (Mr. Middle- 
ton), “Read before you think” (Borough 


Librarian). 


SECTION. 


THE USE OF BOOKS FOR PROJECTS, REFERENCE AND RECREATION. 
Contributed by E. N. Hogben, Headmaster, Dannevirke High School. 


All school librarians aim at building up in 
the pupils a legitimate pride in their own school 
library and in their ability to make use of it. 
Logically, therefore, it is the librarian’s task to 
help each pupil to acquire some facility in the 
choice and handling of books, that he may be 
enabled to exercise his own judgment in selec- 
tion and in method of reading. The pupil must 
first understand clearly the general lay-out of 
the library, so that if he desires, for example, a 
novel, he does not search unavailingly through 
the section devoted to geography, nor depend 
unduly upon the librarian’s guidance. For this 
understanding he should be able to consult a 
clearly-marked plan or summary of classifica- 
tion, while every shelf should be distinctly 
labelled. 


Use of the Catalogue. 


From this follows a most important step, 
instruction in the use of the library ca.alogue, 
as many pupils are willing to take for reading 
only such books as are specifically recommended 
to them by teachers. For such instruction to be 
effective, the catalogue, preferably for school 
use, of the “dictionary” type, should be cross- 
indexed as fully as possible. 


Dictionaries and Indexes. 


Furthermore, at the commencement of their 
secondary school careers many pupils require to 
be taught the use of dictionaries and encyclo- 
pedias. The elementary points of alphabetical 
order are quickly disposed of, but the danger of 
unintelligent consultation of the dictionary re- 
mains in many cases for some considerable time. 
For example, the mentally lazy pupil, looking 
up the word “geyser” in the Shorter Oxford 
Dictionary, finds it defined as (1) “An inter- 
mittent hot spring, throwing up water, etc. in 
a column.” (2) “An apparatus for rapidly 
heating water for a bath,” but scarcely troubles 
to note the second meaning, with the result that 


his interpretation of such a sentence as “The 
geyser blew up, filling the house with steam” 
becomes ludicrous in the extreme. 


Allied to the power of discrimination in the 
use of the dictionary is the ability to make use 
of the table of contents and index of any book 
other than fiction. 


Valuable suggestions for the foregoing are 
given in: F, W. Chambers’ Use of Reference 
Books (McMillan & Co.) and Elizabeth Scrip- 
ture and Margaret Greer’s Find It Yourself 
(A, J. Phillip). 


Project Work. 


Once these points of library usage have been 
mastered by pupils, project work, a most valu- 
able aid in fostering individuality and in form- 
ing the habit of independent study, may be 
undertaken, adequate school time being assigned 
to such an undertaking. This class of work is 
suitable for all subjects, though it can be used 
most effectively in History, Geography and 
English teaching, but the library must furnish 
an adequate number of reference books, i.e., 
adequate to the degree that a pupil may borrow 
any of them for a reasonable period without 
causing inconvenience to others, and cataloguing 
must be full. 


Thus in the small library, each pupil should 
be working on a different project within the 
scope of the special subject, and with a mini- 
mum ‘list of books supplied by the teachers. 
For instance, an upper form English project of 
value is one on the so-called “Romantic Re- 
vival.” To one pupil could be assigned the 
task of evaluating the influence of Percy’s 
Reliques, to another that of the Lyrical Ballads, 
to a third the work of Coleridge, and so on 
until the whole can be arranged to form a bal- 
anced account. Throughout the librarian must 
act as an unobtrusive guide suggesting only 
when the pupil appears genuinely at fault. 





XUM 


XUM 


XUM 


NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 


Page 117 





Reading for Recreation. 


Since the adult of to-day has far more leisure 
than did his forebears, the stimulation of new 
interests is particularly a library problem, and, 
since tastes formed early endure longest, a prob- 
lem of the school library. In this, however, 
school librarians have constantly to be on guard 
against a too-academic approach, for the child 
whose literary tastes are in the direction of 
Zane Grey or Ethel M. Dell may devour 
absorbedly books on advanced chemistry or 
housecraft. 

On the other hand, the library has to some 
extent failed in its purpose if it has not shown 
the young mind the relaxation and exhilaration 
to be found in reading for pleasure, whether 
the book be fiction, biography or travel. 

Interest can be stimulated by short talks on 
books of general interest, followed by the read- 
ing of selected passages as informally as pos- 
sible. Attractive book jackets or boldly 
designed posters and brightly written reviews 
on the library notice-board attract attention, 
while a suggestion-book in which all pupils feel 
at liberty to record their preferences gives a 
sense of at least part ownership of the school 
library. 

As no school librarian nowadays can afford 
to ignore the help given by the radio, a note 
of the times when talks about books are to be 
presented should also be affixed to the notice- 
board. Increasing use, as producers utilise still 
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EXCHANGES : 


“ALA BULLETIN,” March and April, 1940, 
Vol. 34, Nos. 3 and 4. 


“CANTERBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY JOUR- 
NAL,” March, 1940, Vol. 5, No. 1. 


“LIBRARY ASSISTANT,” February and 
March, 1940, Vol. 33, Nos. 2 and 3. 


“LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD,” Feb- 
ruary, 1940, Vol. 42, No. 2. 


“LIBRARY RECORD,” April, 1940, Vol. 2, 
No. 7. (The Library, Canterbury Univer- 
sity College, Christchurch). 


“LIBRARY. WORLD,”. March,. 1940, Vol. 
XLIL, No. 485. 


more of the plots of widely read books, can be 
made of film posters and discussions on films. 


Reading Lists. 


The necessity for young pupils reading early 
the accepted classics as well as the more attrac- 
tively produced modern books cannot be too 
strongly stressed, as such classics are later to 
form their touchstone, conscious or unconscious, 
of literary taste. For this reason pupils might 
be given reading lists, containing a definite 
minimum of books that should be read and of 
books correlated with subjects other than 
English. - 

Such lists, however, require careful grading, 
as the slow reader is easily discouraged, for 
education in reading for thought as well as for 
story must proceed slowly. 


By such means we believe that the child may 
imperceptibly be led to form sound literary 
tastes, and be encouraged to build up his own 
library, housed in its special place at home and 
representing himself. 


The aims of these activities are the develop- 
ment of a lively and permanent interest in good 
books and worthy authors; the promotion of a 
dislike of hypocrisy in questions of literary 
taste; the establishment of a lasting habit of 
intelligent reading; and the cultivation of a 
practical pride in the vast storehouse of our 
past and present literature. 


EXCHANGES. 


“ONTARIO LIBRARY REVIEW AND 
CANADIAN PERIODICAL INDEX,” 
February, 1940, Vol. XXIV., No. 1. 

“OTAGO UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. NOTES 
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3, No. 2. 

“S.T.A. The Official Organ of the N.Z. 
Secondary Schools’ Association and N.Z. 
Technical School Teachers’ Association.” 
April, 1940, Vol. VII, No. 2. 

“WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN,” March, 
1940, Vol. 14, No. 7. 

“WILSON PUBLICATIONS,” January 1940. 


ANNOUNCED : 
“CURRENT BIOGRAPHY,” Vol. 1, Nos. 1 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor, 
NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES. 
Sir,— 

May I bring to your attention the need for 
some suitable form of training in librarianship 
for New Zealand conditions. Excellent though 
it is, the syllabus of the London Library Asso- 
ciation does not provide quite what is required 
in New Zealand, and the course covers a great 
deal of extraneous matter of purely academic 
interest, which, while of value, is of little prac- 
tical use to the New Zealand librarian, who is 


sometimes completely at sea about the rudiments 
of library technique. 


I would not advocate displacing the London 
examinations. They fulfil a function that 
nothing else can, particularly as regards assist- 
ants in the larger libraries. But I do feel that 
there is need for some severely practical form 
of training, to be conducted by correspondence 
or in summer schools, and to be tested and 
acknowledged by the grant of a certificate or 
certificates. 


There seems no reason why a panel of con- 
tributors should not compile an instructional 
manual to cover a syllabus, printing the articles 
as completed in NEW ZEALAND LIBRA- 
RIES, and so provide a text book for librarians 
and assistants in smaller places, as the Schools’ 
Section is providing a text book for school 
librarians. Something of the following nature is 
suggested as a syllabus : 


First ticket (for pass as qualified assistant). 


1. Principles of Classification, and the Dewey 
Decimal Classification. 

2. Elementary Cataloguing, Indexing and 
abstracting. 

3. Lending Work: book-charging, fees, ren- 
tals, overdues. Systems in Free Libraries. 

4. Reference Work, Periodicals, Co-operation 
with local organisations, library exploita- 
tion, publicity. 


Second ticket (for pass as qualified librarian ) 
—to be taken only after the first course. 


5. N.Z. library law and finance, rates, esti- 
mates. The municipal structure. Unionism 
and the LC. and A. Act, salary standards. 

6. Library administration and co-operation. 
The C.L.S. and Free Libraries; the 
N.Z.L.A. 

7. Book-buying, sources and methods; the 
Associated Booksellers of New Zealand; 
order and accession. 

8. Library building, layout, lighting, heating, 
equipment—options : 

(a) Large and medium municipal 
libraries. 

(6) Small municipal libraries. 

(c) School libraries. 

(d) College and special libraries. 


Yours, etc., 
“INTERESTED.” 


{The opinions of other members would be 
welcomed.—Ed.}. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY LIBRARY, WELLINGTON.—PAST AND PRESENT. 
By Mr. J. O. Wilson, A.L.A., General Assembly Library. Part I.—Historical. 


At the third session of the first Parliament 
in 1856, a Select Committee of the House 
recommended that £100 be placed on the Esti- 
mates for the provision of a library. It is from 
this small beginning that the present Parlia- 
mentary Library, as it is more commonly known, 
has grown. In 1865 the collection was moved 
from Auckland to Wellington, where it has 
remained ever since. 

By 1872 the library contained 8,000 books, 
a figure which had grown to 15,000 by 1875. 
At this date a Royal Commission was set up to 
consider the housing of the library, and it 
recommended that a building to cost £14,000 
be erected. Unfortunately economic conditions 


prevented this and it was not until 1899 that 
the present building was completed—the old 
Wellington Provincial Council buildings serv- 
ing the purpose in the meantime. By 1900 there 
were 50,000 volumes, and to-day there are 
150,000. 

The Library has been fortunate in its staff. 
Mr. McGregor, Librarian from 1881-85, among 
other things, absorbed into the collection the 
stock of the Wellington Provincial Council 
Library, and bound 196 volumes of pamphlets, 
a source to-day of much valuable material on 
the history of those times. He was followed 
between 1885 and 1890 by James Collier, who 
was formerly amanuensis to Herbert Spencer, 
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the sociologist. He compiled the first biblio- 
graphy of New Zealand Literature, and upon 
that model Hocken worked. Collier was also a 
biographer of Sir George Grey. Shortly before 
his retirement Mr. H. L. James joined the staff. 
He may be described as the father of librarian- 
ship in New Zealand. During the nineties the 
library was properly classified and a printed 


catalogue produced. The technical work of 
the library reached a very high standard under 
Mr. James, who was never Chief Librarian, but 
the Acting Librarian until 1901 when Mr. 
Wilson was appointed. Mr. Wilson retired in 
1925 and was succeeded by the present Chief 
Librarian, Dr. G. H. Scholefield. 


(Part II. will appear in our June issue). 


BOOK LIST—May, 1940. 


No annotations are given where titles are sufficiently self-explanatory, or for 
lighter fiction by well-known authors. All prices shown are published prices. 


GENERAL. 
Wilson, L. R., ed—The practice of book 
selection. University of Chicago press. 
$2.50 1940 025.2 
Symposium covering all aspects of the subject. 


PHILOSOPHY. 


Dewar, L.—Learning to think. Rich and Cowan. 
3/6 1940 160 
Readable introduction to logic for the layman. 


Ernst, M. L. & Lindey, A.—The censor marches 


on. Doubleday. $2.50 1940 176 
Lively account by two lawyers of the vagaries 
of censorship in the United States. 3y the 


authors of “Hold your tongue.” 


RELIGION. 
Hannay, J. O.—The potter’s wheel. Longmans. 
3/6 1940 204 
Well-written essays on religious topics. The 
author is better known as George Birmingham. 


SOCIOLOGY. 
Keynes, J. M.—How to pay for the war. Mac- 
millan. 1/- 1940 336 
Advocates a scheme of “deferred wages.” 


Ormesson, W., comte d’.—France. Tr. Longmans. 
6/- 1939 327.44 
Survey of the French attitude to international 
politics during the last twenty years, by the 
foreign editor of “Figaro.” 
Richardson, W. A.—The technical college: its 
organisation and administration. Oxford. 
14/- 1939 378.99 
Sayers, D. L.—Begin here. Gollancz. 
6/- 1940 301 
A plea for the Christian regeneration of society. 
Wallas, Graham.—Men and ideas, Allen & Unwin. 
8/6 1940 304 
\ collection of essays and addresses by a lead- 
ing modern sociologist. 


NATURAL SCIENCE. 
Kendall, J.— Young chemists and great discoveries. 


G. Bell. 7/6 1939 540.4 
Teale, E. W.—Grassroot jungles; a book of in- 
sects. Putnam. 15/- 1939 595.7 


APPLIED SCIENCE. 
Bainbridge, C. G. & Clark, F.— Oxy-acetlyene 


welding repair manual. Porteous. 
5/- 1939 671 


Crawford, D. R. G.—The gas producer operator's 
handbook, Crosby Lockwood. 
4/6 1939 665.8 
Gas producers have become of topical interest 
since the petrol restrictions. 
Hardy, A. C.—Ships at work. Newnes. 
7/6 1939 656 
Different types of cargo ships and their respec- 
tive characteristics. 
Ratcliff, J. D.—Man against microbes, Jarrolds. 
16/- 1940 616 
Vividly written account of modern developments 
in fighting disease. 
Williams, D. A. & Millar Smith, J.—The oil 
engines manual. English universities press. 
5/- 1939 621.43 
Covers all aspects of diesel engine practice. 


FINE ARTS. 
Kent, R., ed.—World-famous paintings. Wise. 
$2.95 1939 759 
100 reproductions in colour, with critical com- 
ment on each. 
Phillips, H. & Westall, B. C-—The complete book 
of card games. Witherby. 
7/6 1940 795 
Useful reference work. Includes all the familiar 
games and some new ones. 
Rodin, A.—Rodin. Allen & Unwin. 
10/6 1939 730 
Over 100 photographs of Rodin’s most famous 
pieces of sculpture, with brief introduction. 


LITERATURE. 
Philpotts, Eden.—A mixed grill. Watts. 
- 1940 824 
Essays on a variety of subjects by a popular 
writer. 
Sitwell, E., ed.—Edith Sitwell’s anthology. Gol- 
lancz. 7/6 1940 821.08 


Many old favourites, and some less known. 
Critical introduction. 


TRAVEL. 


Allen, V. N.—I found Africa. Hale. 
12/6 1940 916.6 
\dventures of a young American among the 
natives of Liberia. 
Haskell, A. L_—Waltzing Matilda. Black. 
12/6 1940 919.4 
Impressions gained during a tour of Australia. 
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Steegman, P.—Indian ink.—Cobden-Sanderson. 
10/6 1939 915.4 

Entertaining descriptions of persons and places 
encountered in India 

Tschiffely, A. F.—This way southward. Heine- 
mann. 15/- 1940 918 
Tour of Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego, in- 
cluding the remote back country by a_ well- 
known writer. 


BIOGRAPHY. 
Bentley, E. C.—Those days. Constable. 
12/- 1940 
Recollections of the author’s youth with some 
attempt at a social analysis of Edwardian 


England. 
Seaver, G.—Scott of the Antarctic. Murray. 
10/6 1940 
Souveraine, B.—Stalin. Angus and Robertson. 
15/- 1940 


Critical biography. 
Spring, Howard.—Heaven lies about us. Constable. 
5/- 1939 
Quietly told reminiscences of the author's child- 
hood in the slums of Cardiff. 


HISTORY. 

Fabian Society. Hitler’s route to Bagdad, by Bar- 
bara Ward and others. Allen & Unwin. 

10/6 1939 949.6 
Serics of studies of the neutral countries lying 
south-east of Germany. 

McKenzie, V.—Here lies Goebbels. M. 

10/6 1940 943.085 
Survey of German propaganda, from the anti- 
German viewpoint. 

Malloch, D. W.—Early Waikouaiti. Otago Daily 
Times. 5/- 1940 993.1 
Mathew, Felton.—The founding of New Zealand, 

ed. by J. Rutherford. Reed. 

7/6(N.Z.) 1940 993.1 
Journals of the first surveyor-general and his 
wife, between 1840-1847. Treats of Auckland 
and the Bay of Islands. 

Waller, W. W., ed.—War in the twentieth century. 
Dryden press. $2.25 1940 940.53 
Twelve American writers discuss the causes and 
consequences of the war. Emphasises social 
aspects 

Wu, A. K.—Turkistan tumult. Methuen. 
12/6 1940 951.6 
Account of recent troubled events in the 
ey province of Sinkiang by a Government 
official 


FICTION. 
Bramah, Ernest.—Kai Lung beneath the Mul- 
berry tree. Richards ................. 8/- 
Amusing short stories. 
Brierley, W.—Danny. Duckworth ........ 8/6 
Entertaining account of a_ schoolboy’s 
escapades, by the author of “Means test 


man.” 

Brinig, M.—Anne Minton’s life. Heine- 
SE cake eeudshidt eva out seehee s 8/3 
Psychological study of a suicide. 

Buck, Pearl S.—Other gods. Macmillan .. 8/6 


Pleasant story of a young American who 
unexpectedly finds himself a popular idol. 
Caldwell, Erskine —Trouble in July. Duell, 
OO rer er $2.50 
Written round the persecution of Negroes 
in Georgia. 
Delafield, E. M.—Provincial lady in war- 
time. Macmillan ................... 7/6 
Light sketches by a popular writer. 


Foldes, Jolanda.—Prelude to love. Tr. Hut- 
chinson 


Diary of a young Hungarian girl, in 
which she reflects on the world about her. 


Study of an outlawed priest who remains 
faithful to his vocation. 

Hanley, J.—Our time is gone. Lane ...... 10/6 
Powerful story of the last war. Con- 
tinues the family chronicle begun in “The 
Furys” and “The Secret Journey.” 

Hoult, N.—Four women grow up. Heine- 
ME wk ke vere ee nee ee meeweae es 9/- 
The divergent careers of four school- 
mates, each a different type, in after life. 


Morley, C.—Kitty Foyle. Angus & Robert- 


son Se 
Whimsical reflections of a young woman 
on life and love. 

Robertson, E. A.—Summer’s lease. Cape .. 9/6 
Semi-satirical study of a carefully 
brought up young man. 

Saroyan, W.—Peace, it’s wonderful! Faber. 8/3 
Short stories by a writer of originality 
and distinction. 

Vachell, H. A.—Great chameleon. Hut- 
SE cia ne ah Wak oa pated 8/3 
Written round the life of Sheridan. 

Wheatley, D.—The scarlet impostor. Hut- 
SE ican cedar csendewunese sy ctenes 10/6 


Thriller written round international 
politics. 





All eyehen relating to the Activities of the Association should be addressed to JOSEPH NORRIE, HON. 
» NEW ZEALAND LIBRAR 
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and not to any individual by name. 
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